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Application/Control Number: 10/764,746 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3676 

DETAILED ACTION 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: On page 1 , 
line 4, the status of the first listed parent application should be updated. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claims 1 -24 are objected to because of the following Informalities: The scope of 
the claims is unclear, as to what is being claimed by "positions" in claim 1 , the last 
paragraph, as well as the dependent claims. It is not understood if the claiming of 
"positions" is referring to different space within the latch assembly which is capable of 
being occupied by at least one control element as it moves between different positions, 
or if the claiming of positions is referring to different mounts within the latch assembly 
which is capable of mounting a control element. It is noted that no such mounting pivot 
or structure is being claimed in claim 1 . Claim 2, line 5 is unclear as to whether a 
second control element is being positively claimed, or if the daim is only referring to the 
capability of the latch assembly to receive a second control element. In claim 2, lines 2- 

3, 4 and 5, there is no antecedent basis for "'the latch". In claim 3, line 2, "the control 
element" is unclear, since as set forth above, it is not clear if two control elements are 
being claimed in claim 2. See claim 7, line 2 and claim 12, line 2 also. In claim 4, line 

4, it is not clear if a second control element is being positively claimed, or only 
inferentially claimed. In claim 5, line 3, "interchangeable" should read - 
Interchangeably-. Appropriate correction is required. 

In view of the above claim objections, the claims are rejected as best 
understood, on prior art, as follows. 
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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-24 as best understood are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by the EP reference (644). 

The EP reference teaches a modular latch assembly including at least one control 
element 26, space within the housing of the latch assembly which is capable of 
receiving the control element in one position as seen in fig. 3A, and a second position 
when the control element is actuated by the capable 16. The control element 26 has a 
first state in the fig. 3A condition wherein the control element has a first path of motion, 
and a second state in fig. 3C wherein element 36 creates a second path of motion of 
control element 26. It is also noted that the claiming of "positions" and "modes" in 
claims 1 and 2 are broad limitations, and are regarded as taught by the EP reference. 
Each one of these two positions of the control element 26 defines a different mode, as 
claimed in claims 1 and 2. The input element 16 is capable of being interchangeably 
coupled to a second control element at 38 or at 50 in fig. 3A. The EP reference also 
teaches a pawl 30, a ratchet 24, a first user-input element 16, a user-operable device 92 
cooperable with the input element 16, a second control element at 38 or 50, 40, a bell 
crank 40, cam surfaces 36, 44, a second input element (key cylinder) or the rod 
connected to slot 38 (column 3, line 25), a second user-operable device (the key for the 
lock cylinder), or the handle for the rod of slot 38, an engagement element 38. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lloyd A. Gall whose telephone number Is 571-272-7056. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Glessner can be reached on 571-272-6843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



LG 

November 22, 2005 




Lloyd A. Gali 
Primary Examine 



